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If you would like an article, or photos in The Veil, submit them electronically to 
Fr. Michael (fmg@dormitionpgh.org) no later than the 15th of the month. 

 

“Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.”  -James 5:14 

If you or your loved one is sick, in the hospital, or need a priest, 
please contact Fr. Michael so that he will be able to visit them. 

mailto:FrMichael@stgeorgenewcastle.org


Fr. Michael’s Message 
Christ is in our Midst 

 
 This year on March 18th, we started our journey through the period known as 
Great and Holy Lent.  We are enduring the fasting, the additional Church Services 
throughout the weeks, we have become more tired, and because of that, we might have 
even put off tasks that we needed to finish.  At the end of April, at the end of our 
Lenten Journey, we are met with another one week fast known as Holy Week.  The 
event, or rather events, that bridge the gap between Great and Holy Lent and Holy 
Week, is the two-day celebration of the Raising of Lazarus from the tomb, and Palm 
Sunday.   
Jesus, like any good Jew at the time, was on his way to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover.  

Right outside of Jerusalem in the city of Bethany, Jesus sees His friends Mary & Martha, who he knows along 
with their brother Lazarus from previous trips to this area.  When Jesus met Mary & Martha in their city, they 
were distraught and mourning their brother who had passed away.  Lazarus had been dead for four days.  
Lazarus was dead to the point where his body had started to rot, and no one wanted to open the tomb because 
they knew it would stink.  This is the important part of the story, he raises Lazarus from the point of death 
where his body had started to decompose.  He made sure that Lazarus was dead long enough so that everyone 
would believe in the power of Jesus Christ.  With every instance of raising someone from the dead, Jesus is 
making his point Louder and Louder and Louder, This is what I have come to do for you, I have come to 
destroy everyone’s enemy, I have come to destroy death, THIS IS WHAT I AM HERE FOR. 

Of course, word gets around of this raising of Lazarus from the dead, and it spreads like wildfire.  On 
Palm Sunday, we see such excitement in the crowd of people gathering together to greet Him, holding palms 
and waving them, proclaiming: HOSANA IN THE HIGHEST! HOSANA IN THE HIGHEST!  All of these 
people knew what happened with the raising of Lazarus from the dead, and they think this man, Jesus Christ, is 
a man of such power, this man is the King!  This is the one that is going to reverse the fortunes of the Jewish 
people.  This is the one who will help us chase out the oppressors.  This is the one to bring back the glory days 
when Israel was the great kingdom of David and Solomon.  This is the one, this is the person that we were 
waiting for. 

What happens next is the important part, this man, Jesus Christ, turns out to not be that kind of earthly 
Messiah that the Jews thought he was, and it disappoints them.  They are unable to see beyond His humanity to 
who He truly is.  They turn on Him, and by the end of the week, they have done the worst they can do, they kill 
Him.  And yet He comes back, He demonstrates that He is the Resurrection, He is the Life!  Good will prevail, 
the end of the story is life, this all has a happy ending!  All you have to do is follow Him. 

This glorious two-day period is a preview of what is going to happen this Holy Week, and every Holy 
Week that is celebrated in our lives.  This is Jesus telling us, “This is what I can do and this is what I will do.”   

On Saturday evening as we gather in Church, we hear the gospel of the Resurrection of Christ, and after 
chanting “Christ is Risen” we hear the Resurrection homily of St. John Chrysostom.  The main theme of this 
homily is: all are welcome!  It doesn’t matter what you did this Great Lent.  It doesn’t matter whether or not you 
came to the Church.  It doesn’t even matter whether or not you fasted…all are welcome!  We know what we are 
supposed to do and how we are supposed to prepare for Lent & Pascha.  We all celebrate the resurrection of 
Christ.  This is our salvation, and we know where we are supposed to celebrate. 

It is my hope and prayer that we come together to shout in unison, “Death, where is your sting?  Hell, 
where is your victory? Christ is Risen!  Death is Abolished!  The joy of the Resurrection is universal and spreads 
throughout the world!  Join us with your family, your friends, and even your non-Orthodox friends and family 
to celebrate together.  Let us come and see the empty tomb of Christ to proclaim that Christ is Risen! 

  
In Anticipation of our Risen Lord, I remain,   
 
Fr. Michael A. Gavrilos 
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Christopher J. Moratis 
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Despina Paleos 
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Mr. & Dr. Bryan Romell 

Mr. Lucas Sadlowski 

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Saganis 

Mr. Michael Saganis 

Mr. & Mrs. A. Dane Skroupa 

Mr. & Mrs. George 

Spiridonakos 

Mrs. Elaine Spiridonakos 

Mr. & Mrs. Kellan Thompson 

Jon & Stefanie Todd 

John Tsambis 

Marsha Tsouris 

Ms. Kellie Tsouris-Huhges 

Marjorie Tsudis 

Ms. Patricia Vasilatos 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Voltz 

Ms. Kaila Voltz 

Mr. & Mrs. Clark Walter 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Worf 

Mr. & Mrs. William Wyrick 

Margo Xidis 

Elaine Yialouris 

Katerina Zavaras 

Thank you for all of your pledge 
campaigns for the coming year! 





COVER ICON — Saint Gerasimos of Byzantium (+1770) 
April 7th 

 

Our Venerable Father Gerasimos, the Teacher, was born in Constantinople in the 
district of Ypsomathia (Samatya) to a pious family. Little is known of his early life. He had a 
reputation as a wise and educated man who was well regarded by the educated whom he 
consorted with.  

 When he traveled to the island of Patmos he became a disciple of St. Makarios 
Kalogeras, the Teacher of the Nation, at the famous seminary of Patmos which he founded. 
He became the rector of the seminary after the blessed repose of St. Makarios. 

 Having distanced himself from the cares of the world he received the monastic 
tonsure at the Royal and Patriarchal Monastery of Saint John the Theologian in Patmos, 
where he was later ordained deacon and priest. He lived a venerable life and was regarded 
as an excellent teacher and luminary to the students of the seminary.  

 When he fell ill from a calculus, he left for Smyrna for treatment. When this failed, he 
traveled to Crete where he reposed in 1770 and was buried in the Holy Trinity Monastery of 
Chania, which is otherwise known as the Tsangarolon Monastery. 

 When the monks from his monastery in Patmos learned of his repose, they traveled 
by boat to Crete where they asked that his holy relics be returned to his monastery. The 
monks of Holy Trinity Monastery refused this request, because they believed it was sent to 
them by God, however during a vigil, the holy right hand of the Saint was miraculously cut 
off while the Cherubic Hymn was being chanted, and so this treasured relic was returned to 
Patmos where it remains to this day and is a source of many healings for those who 
venerate it with faith. 

 The grace-flowing relic of St. Gerasimos was kept under the Holy Altar of the main 
church of the Monastery of the Holy Trinity Tsangarolon in Chania together with the relic 
of St. Akakios who reposed in this monastery, until 1821 when the Ottoman Turks set fire to 
the monastery, destroying this source and treasury of grace. Today his skull is still there, 
while the right arm of the Saint can be found at the Monastery of Saint John the Theologian 
in Patmos. 

Apolytikion in the Fourth Tone 

In the world you persevered in asceticism, and your words shined with wisdom, having 
arrived at the utmost of passionlessness, you appeared as the sun in its crossing O blessed 
one, shining on all who honor you O divinely-minded one. Show them to be shearers of 
heavenly joy, Venerable Father Gerasimos. 

Kontakion in the Fourth Tone 

Today the divine memory of Gerasimos, we celebrate with songs, crying out O faithful: 
Christ our only God, at the entreaties of Your Saint take pity on us. 

Source: https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2015/04/saint-gerasimos-of-byzantium-1770.html 



Ministry Updates 
FESTIVAL UPDATE 

We are now into full swing prepping for this year's 
festival on June 28-29-30, our 50th year.  So far we 
have prepared: 

• 17,000 Koulourakia (plus another 3200 for the 
Philoptochos fundraiser) 

• 4,600 Kourambiethes 
3,300 Meatballs for Souzoukakia 
 Final prep dates before Easter are April 14 and 21, 
we'll be preparing a total of 300 pans of 
spinach.  Consider bringing a change of clothes to 
church or use one of our aprons and help us out by 
assembling some pans. 
Post-Easter prep dates include: 

Sunday May 19: Moussaka  
Sunday June 2: Pastitso #1  
Sunday June 9: Pastitso #2  
TBD Lamb Shank (2 weekdays in May) 
TBD Galatoboureko (2 weekdays in 
May) 
TBD Karitopita (1 weekday in May, if 
we add this to the pastry menu) 

 We held our first Festival Meeting in March, some 
of the specifics discussed were: 

• Once again use the pre-pack model for Food Line 
and Pastries 

• Consider adding Salads only if separate outside 
crew can be secured 

• Keep selling Gyros inside and outside, prepare 
one way with lettuce & tomatoes with tzatziki on the 
side 

• Consider preparing Karithopita, we do get some 
requests and we always sold out in the past 

• Consider bringing back Ice Cream, high sales in 
the past, low impact on operations 

• Continue to sell Greek Beer and Hard Seltzer for 
another year and re-evaluate for next year 

• Promote the Festival as "Credit Cards or Exact 
Change" 
To celebrate our 50th year: include thank-you 
message on all promotions and signage, prepare 
scrolling video with pictures/videos of past 
festivals, consider extra entertainment early 
afternoon Sat/Sun 

 Let's all do what we can to help out as we prep for 
our 50th festival,  
Andy & Chris  
Festival Chairs 
 

Greek Dance 
 The Junior Grecian Stars welcome children 

aged five and older. The group performs roughly 

three times a year at church events. The food 

festival is the final performance of the year, where 

the group is given an authentic and handcrafted 

costume to wear. This experience allows them to 

gain confidence in front of large crowds as the 

festival serves thousands daily. It also shows the 

children that expressing their heritage can be 

educational and fun to watch! 

  Children are welcomed into the 

Grecian Stars group based on age and teacher 

discretion. The group performs roughly three 

times a year and at the festival. For the festival 

performance, traditional and handmade costumes 

are provided for the children to wear. This 

experience is an opportunity to get out in front of 

a large crowd and display the work that has been 

done all year! It is also a time to learn dances that 

are done in more social settings. 

  On January 7th, we had our annual 

Vasilopita Celebration at the Church and for those 

who were in attendance, I think we had a lot of 

fun! Both the Junior Grecian Stars and the Grecian 

Stars performed and had a great time.  

 Next, we are looking forward to our March 

25th Celebration, which will take place on Sunday, 

March 24th. These 2 performances will get us into 

gear for our annual Greek Food Festival in June.  

  

 To sign your child(ren) up, please contact 

Alecia (724-681-1714), Lauren (724-882-2558) or 

Eleni (412-977-9942) 



Philoptochos 
 The members of St. Barbara's 
Philoptochos were busy these past 
three months.  Socks were donated to 
several homeless shelters in the area, 
school supplies and health products 
were given to area schools. Since these 
are ongoing  projects - donations are 
welcome throughout the year.   

 A successful Covered Dish was 
h e l d  i n  M a r c h . . . . i t  w a s  a 
great tasty turnout.  the selection of 
food was wonderful...better than any 
restaurant buffet!!!!.. 

 Spring cleaning?  Your "junk" may 
be someone else's treasure.  Consider 
donating to The Fleatique to be held on 
Saturday, April 13th in the church 
hall.  All the tables have been sold; so 
we welcome you to attend.  Come to 
spend your change.  The hours are 
from  8:00 AM - 1:00 PM  

 April will be the start of  our 
annual Flower Spring sale.  This year, 
the selection has increased -- not only 
are there hanging baskets, but flats, 
herbs and a few vegetables, like cherry 
tomatoes. Payment and orders need to 
be submitted by April 26, 2024.  The 
items will be available for pick-up at 
the church  on May 11th from 10:00 
AM  to 1:00 PM. Please view our 
website to order.  

 Lent is an active time for all 
members.  We will be participating in 
the Weekend of Service by making 
soup to deliver to our shut-ins.  If you 

know of someone who would benefit 
from this, please contact Judi Contis at 
7 2 4 - 3 3 5 - 2 4 2 9 .   I n  a d d i t i o n , 
Philoptochos will be cleaning the 
church on Wednesday, April 24 at 9:30 
in preparation of Easter. All are 
welcome to help -- more hands, less 
time!   

 The members of St. Barbara's 
Philoptochos want to thank everyone 
for their generosity and support 
throughout the year.  If you know of 
someone who needs assistance, please 
do not hesitate to contact the office. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cathy Champagne 

Philoptochos President 









https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/bc2dcb1b-8edf-41ba-a35c-405722c21864


April 2024 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Great Compline 

2 3 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Presanctified 
Liturgy 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Adult 
Education /  
Potluck 

4 
 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Children’s Greek 
School 

5 
 

8:30 a.m. 
Presanctified 
Liturgy 
 

6:00 p.m. 
3rd Salutation to 
the Theotokos 
 

6 
 

7 
 

Sunday of the 
Holy Cross 
 

Festival Prep 
(spinach) 

8 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Great Compline 

9 10 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Presanctified 
Liturgy 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Adult 
Education /  
Potluck 

11 
 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Children’s Greek 
School 

12 
 

6:00 p.m. 
4th Salutation to 
the Theotokos 

13 
 
8:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Fleatique 

14 
 

Sunday of St. 
John Climacus 
 

Festival Prep 
(spinach) 

15 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Great Compline 

16 17 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Presanctified 
Liturgy 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Adult 
Education /  
Potluck 

18 
 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Children’s Greek 
School 
 

6:30 p.m. 
Parish Council 
Meeting 

19 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Akathist to the 
Theotokos 

20 
 

12:00 p.m. 
Baptism 

21 
 

Sunday of St. 
Mary of Egypt 
 

Philoptochos 
Meeting 
 

Festival Prep 
(spinach) 

22 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Great Compline 

23 
 

24 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Presanctified 
Liturgy 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Adult 
Education /  
Potluck 

25 
 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Children’s Greek 
School 

26 27 
 

8:30 a.m. 
Orthros & Divine 
Liturgy (Saturday 
of Lazarus) 
 

28 
 

Palm Sunday 
 

11:00 a.m. 
Myrrh Bearing 
Women Rehersal 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Bridegroom 
Service 

29 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Bridegroom 
Service 

30 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Bridegroom 
Service 

    



May 2024 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
 

3:00 p.m. 
Holy Unction 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Bridegroom 
Service 

2 
 

8:30 a.m. 
Vesperal Divine 
Liturgy 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Service of the 12 
Passion Gospels 

3 
 

8:30 a.m. 
Royal Hours 
 

3:00 p.m. 
Decent from the 
Cross Vespers 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Lamentations at 
the Tomb 

4 
 

8:30 a.m. 
Vesperal Divine 
Liturgy 
 

11:00 p.m. 
Paschal Vigil 

5 
 

Great & Holy 
Pascha 
 

12:00 noon 
Agape Vespers 
Pascha Panayiri 
to follow 

6 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Great Vespers & 
Orthros 
(Sts. Irene, 
Raphael, & 
Nicholas) 

7 
 

10:00 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 
(Sts. Irene, 
Raphael, & 
Nicholas) 

8 9 
 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Children’s Greek 
School 

10 11 

12 
 

Thomas Sunday 
 

Mother’s Day 

13 14 15 16 
 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Children’s Greek 
School 

17 18 

19 
 

Sunday of the 
Myrrh Bearing 
Women 
 

Festival Prep 
(moussaka) 
 

Philoptochos 
Meeting 

20 21 22 23 
 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Children’s Greek 
School 

24 25 

26 
 

Sunday of the 
Paralytic 

27 28 29 30 31  
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