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“Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.”  -James 5:14 
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COVER ICON—Saint Markellos, Abbot of the Akoimeton Monastery 
December 29th 

 

Saint Markellos (Marcellus), abbot of the Monastery called "the Unsleeping Ones" ("Akoimeton"), was a native of the 
city of Apamea in Syria. His parents were wealthy, but died when he was young. He received his education first at Antioch, 
and then at Ephesus. All his possessions left him by his parents he distributed to the poor, thereby sundering his ties to the 
world.  

Under the guidance of an experienced elder at Ephesus, Markellos entered upon the path of asceticism. He later went 
on to Byzantium to Saint Alexander, abbot of the Monastery named "the Unsleeping Ones." The Monastery received its name 
because in it psalmody was done constantly, both day and night, by alternating groups of monks. As the biographer of both 
these Saints writes: "Later, a venerable monastery was established near the mouth of Pontus - that is, the place where the 
Black Sea tracts into the Bosphorus - and he introduced a rule that, though new, was superior to any found elsewhere; that is, 
that henceforth they should never be any cessation in the hymnody offered to God, but that through an unbroken succession 
of those that served in turn, there should be achieved this continuous and unceasing glorification of our Master." The 
practice of never-ceasing service to God spread throughout the Empire, in both the West and the East. The monks were 
divided into three companies according to the language they spoke: Greek, Latin, or Syriac; each company took its turn 
celebrating the services in its particular language, and thus every hour of the day was given over to God's glory. The 
monastery not only grew but gave birth to others, such as the famed Studion Monastery in Constantinople which was 
founded by monks from Alexander's Monastery. Saint Alexander accepted Markellos and tonsured him into the monastic 
schema. Zealous in the works of watchfulness, fasting and prayer, the Saint received great spiritual talents and the gift of 
clairvoyance. Markellos foresaw the day of Abba Alexander's death and his own election as abbot. However, since he was 
still young, he did not want to rule others. So he slipped out of the Monastery to visit other provinces and other monasteries, 
where he received edification from the monks who lived there.  

After the death of Saint Alexander, when Abba John had already been chosen as abbot, Markellos returned to the 
great joy of the brethren. Abba John made Markellos his own closest assistant. After John's death, Markellos was chosen 
abbot of the Monastery in spite of his own wishes, and in this position he remained for sixty years.  

News of his saintly life spread far. People came to Markellos from afar, both the illustrious and the common, rich and 
the poor. Many times they saw angels encircling the Saint, attending and guarding him. With the help of God, the Monastery 
of the Unsleeping Ones flourished. So many monks came to place themselves under the direction of Saint Markellos that it 
became necessary to enlarge the Monastery and the church.  

Saint Markellos received donations from believers for expansion, and built a beautiful large church, a hospital, and a 
hostel for the homeless. By his prayers the monk treated the sick, cast out devils and worked miracles. For example, one of 
the monks was sent to Ankara and fell ill. Being near death, he called out mentally to his elder. At that very hour Saint 
Markellos heard his disciple in the Monastery, and he began to pray for him. He who was sick recovered at once.  

When a ship with his monks came into danger on the Black Sea, the Saint calmed the tempest by his prayers. 
Another time, when they told him that a fire was raging at Constantinople, he prayed tearfully for the city, and the fire 
subsided as if extinguished by the tears of the monk.  

John, the servant of a certain Arian nobleman named Ardaburios, was unjustly accused of something, and he hid out 
at the Monastery to escape his master's wrath. Ardaburios twice demanded that Markellos hand John over to him, but he 
refused. Ardaburios then sent out a detachment of soldiers, who surrounded the Monastery, threatening to slay anyone who 
interfered with their mission. The brethren went to the elder, asking him to surrender John and save the Monastery. 
Markellos signed himself with the sign of the Cross, then boldly went out alone through the Monastery gate towards the 
soldiers. Lightning flashed in the sky, thunder rumbled, and the Cross appeared shining brighter than the sun. The soldiers 
threw down their weapons and took to flight. Ardaburios, learning from the soldiers what had happened, was frightened, 
and because of Saint Markellos he pardoned the servant.  

Saint Markellos took part in the Synod of Chalcedon, defending Orthodoxy against the Monophysite heresy both at 
the Synod and in the years that followed. His generosity and contempt for worldly wealth were known to all: anyone who 
came to the Monastery in need received alms, but God always replenished the funds so that more could be given. When 
Markellos inherited his family's fortune upon his brother's death, he kept none of it either for himself or even for his 
Monastery, but distributed it to poorer communities and to the needy.  

Venerable Markellos peacefully departed to the Lord in the year 485. His faithful disciple Lucian grieved terribly 
over him, but on the fifth day after the death Saint Markellos appeared to him and comforted him, foretelling his own 
impending end. 
Apolytikion in the Plagal of the Fourth Tone 
The image of God, was faithfully preserved in you, O Father. For you took up the Cross and followed Christ. By Your actions 
you taught us to look beyond the flesh for it passes, rather to be concerned about the soul which is immortal. Wherefore, O 
Holy Markellos, your soul rejoices with the angels. 

Source:  https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2012/12/saint-markellos-of-monastery-of.html 



December 2025 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Greek School 

3 4 5 
 

St. Nicholas 
6:30 p.m. 
Great Vespers at 
St. Nicholas 
Cathedral 

6 
 

St. Nicholas 
8:30 a.m. 
Orthros & Divine 
Liturgy at St. 
Nicholas 
Cathedral 

7 
 

10th Sunday of 
Luke 
 

Sunday School 

8 9 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Greek School 

10 11 12 13 
 

Half Pan Sale 
Pick-Up 
11:00 a.m.- 
1:00 p.m. 

14 
 

11th Sunday of 
Luke 
 

Sunday School 
 

4:00 p.m. 
Pan-Orthodox 
Christmas 
Concert 

15 
 

Half Pan Sale 
Pick-Up 
4:00 p.m.- 
6:00 p.m. 

16 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Greek School 

17 
 

Half Pan Sale 
Pick-Up 
4:00 p.m.- 
6:00 p.m. 

18 19 20 

21 
 

Sunday before 
Nativity 
 

NO SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

22 23 24 
 

3:30 p.m. 
Royal Hours 
 

5:00 p.m. 
Vesperal Divine 
Liturgy 

25 
 

(Offices Closed) 
 

Nativity of 
Christ 
8:30 a.m. 
Orthros & Divine 
Liturgy 

26 
 

(Offices Closed) 

27 

28 
 

Sunday after 
Nativity 
 

NO SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

29 
 

GOYA Ice 
Skating 

30 31 
 

5:00 p.m. 
Great Vespers, 
Orthros, Divine 
Liturgy (St. Basil) 

   



January 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
 

(Offices Closed) 

2 3 

4 
 

Sunday before 
Theophany 
 

NO SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
 

Parish Council 
Affirmation of Of-
fice 

5 
 

5:00 p.m. 
Royal Hours, 
Vesperal Divine 
Liturgy, 
Agiasmos 
(Forefeast of The-
ophany) 

6 
 

8:00 a.m. 
Orthros 
9:30 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy, 
Agiasmos 
(Holy Theophany) 

7 8 9 10 

11 
 

Sunday after 
Theophany 
 

Vasilopita 
Sunday 
 

NO SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

12 13 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Greek School 

14 15 
 

9:00 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 

16 
 

GOYA Basketball 
Tournament 
-Hosted by Holy 
Trinity-Canton, OH 

17 
 

GOYA Basketball 
Tournament 
-Hosted by Holy 
Trinity-Canton, 
OH 

18 
 

12th Sunday of 
Luke 
 

Sunday School 
 

GOYA Basketball 
Tournament 
-Hosted by Holy 
Trinity-Canton, 
OH 

19 20 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Greek School 

21 22 23 24 

25 
 

15th Sunday of 
Luke 
 

Sunday School 

26 27 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Greek School 

28 29 30 
 

GOYA Basketball 
Tournament 
-Hosted by 
Annunciation-
Akron, OH 

31 
 

GOYA Basketball 
Tournament 
-Hosted by 
Annunciation-
Akron, OH 



Philoptochos Highlights 
 Thank you to our parish for supporting the work of Philoptochos this month. 
 Our First Responder Thank You Luncheon went very well. Thanks to parish donations and 
our good will collections, we raised $540 and shared it with the four departments that attended. 
We appreciate everyone who helped cook, serve and give. 
 Thank you to Rosalyn Denillo for coordinating our monthly Lunch Bunch. This gathering 
continues to bring fellowship and joy to our parish. 
 Membership for 2026 is now open. All women ages 18 and older are welcome to join. Forms 
and dues can be submitted by cash, check or online. 
 We will announce the date soon for our International Womens Day event in early March. 
 Thank you again for your steady support. Your involvement helps us serve both our parish 
and the wider community. 
 
Kind regards, 
Kay  

 
 
 

 
 

Festival Update 
 Many thanks to all who helped prepare half pans for our Fall "Greek to Go" frozen half pan 
sale and GyroFest 2025.  
 Our GyroFest in late October once again was huge success.  Final sales were $37K about 
$1000 more than last year's record setting year and profit was $23K.  Thanks to all who helped 
prepare the week before as well as helping over the weekend.  It was such a joy to see all the youth 
that showed up to volunteer.  They all worked hard and did a great job.  Some of the adult 
volunteers remarked that it was easy work for them with all the youth working so hard. 
 Our "Greek to Go" frozen half pan sale is ongoing, on-line orders and GyroFest sales account 
for over 75% of what we prepared.  We are estimating final sales of $19K and a profit of $11K.  If 
you have not yet ordered to secure your pans for holiday entertaining, you can click here to place 
your order:  Payment .  Then just show up on any of the pick-up dates to retrieve your order. 
 Food Festival 2026 is June 26-27-28, planning starts in January and cooking/baking starts in 
February.  Think about getting involved, we need everyones help and ideas to ensure the success 
of our annual food festival. 
 
Again, thanks to all who have volunteered their time for our Fall fundraisers, 
 
Andy & Chris 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbeElBZ8BjWioZ5BZVwRWeVwiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQiw3JmTT0LtphqiDIAks0co=&ver=3
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